[Iatrogenic colon perforation: experiences with early laparoscopy].
Perforation during colonoscopy is a rare but severe complication. Retrospective analysis was done of 15 patients operated on for perforation from colonoscopy between January 2000 and December 2006. Three perforations occurred during diagnostics and 12 during interventional colonoscopy. Two perforations occurred as transmural thermal injury to the colon wall. Peritonitis was found in four cases and correlated significantly with mean time between perforation and operation. Twelve perforations were sutured laparoscopically and three by laparotomy. Hospital stay was significantly shorter after laparoscopic treatment than by laparotomy. One patient had a postoperative wound infection, and mortality was 0%. Early laparoscopic suturing is a safe and effective method in the treatment of perforation from colonoscopy.